July 20, 2010
Mayor and City Council

City of Richmond

440 Civic Center Plaza

Richmond, CA. 94804

Attn: Gayle McLaughlin, Mayor  –  gayle_mclaughlin@officeofthemayor.net
          Jeff Ritterman, Vice Mayor –  jeff_ritterman@ci.richmond.ca.us
          Ludmyrna Lopez, Councilwoman –  Lopez.Ludmyrna@comcast.net

          Maria Viramontes, Councilwoman  –  maria_viramontes@ci.richmond.ca.us

          Jim Rogers,  Councilman  –  elirapty@aol.com

          Nathaniel Bates, Councilman  –  natbates@comcast.net

          Tom Butt, Councilman  –  tom.butt@intres.com
Re: Items L-1 through L-3 on the July 20, 2010 City Council Agenda
Dear Madame Mayor, and Council Members

Democracy is one of the most treasured values in our Republic and the right to vote and right to be heard one of the most important rights that we as citizens cherish.  The city council on Tuesday evening July 20, 2010 has an opportunity to support those cherished rights and allow the voices of the residents of Richmond to be heard in a most democratic way.
I am writing to request you to support and advisory measure on the November 2010 ballot that asks voters if they want a casino as part of a project to re-develop Point Molate. This question has never been properly asked of the voters before, and after six years of consideration of a project for Point Molate, is long overdue.
I also ask that you support item L-3, providing voters their due transparency in government under the Brown Act.  Voters and residents were denied the opportunity to weigh in on the proposed heavily amended motion from which a 6th amendment to the LDA between the City of Richmond and Upstream LLC was generated and executed, and denied the opportunity to weigh in on the 6th amendment itself.
Our elected officials and city staff must uphold the Brown Act in its full spirit in intent, not find ways to skirt around its limits or gray areas in order to promote specific agendas.  Too frequently, outside and singular interests are provided more of a voice in formulating city policy than the voice of the people or the people’s will.

Sincerely,
<Name>

<Street Address>

<City, State, Zip>

<Phone no. and/or email address>

