May 17, 2010
Mayor and City Council

City of Richmond

440 Civic Center Plaza

Richmond, CA. 94804

Attn: Gayle McLaughlin, Mayor  –  gayle_mclaughlin@officeofthemayor.net
          Jeff Ritterman, Vice Mayor –  jeff_ritterman@ci.richmond.ca.us
          Ludmyrna Lopez, Councilwoman –  Lopez.Ludmyrna@comcast.net

          Maria Viramontes, Councilwoman  –  maria_viramontes@ci.richmond.ca.us

          Jim Rogers,  Councilman  –  elirapty@aol.com

          Nathaniel Bates, Councilman  –  natbates@comcast.net

          Tom Butt, Councilman  –  tom.butt@intres.com
Re: LDA Extension for Point Molate Mixed Use & Destination Casino Project with Upstream LLC

Dear Madame Mayor, and Council Members

I urge you to vote down an extension to the LDA with Upstream LLC.  The natural agreement expired on January 15, 2010.  With over 6 years to have accomplished the requirements and having not done so, Upstream has proven that they are not a viable development candidate for Point Molate.   In addition, none of the required tribal gaming requirements have been met, nor is there any guarantee that they will be met, and even if they are, it will not happen for many additional years. 
In undertaking an ongoing relationship with Upstream, the city is depriving its citizens and the citizens of the Bay Area appropriate land access, and denying other development and use projects in direct contravention of orders from the State Attorney General.  People in the Bay Area need jobs, and they need jobs now, not ten years from now.  With a project that is in stark contrast to the recommendations of both the 1997 original reuse plan for Point Molate, and the San Pablo Peninsula Open Space Study, a casino complex on Point Molate would be a horrendous use of shoreline.  Richmond’s shoreline is already heavily compromised by legacy industrial uses, one of which is the largest polluter in Northern California. 

Richmond already struggles to attract business. Prospective companies veer away from Richmond as a place to do business because of blight and crime.  Placing a casino in Richmond will not attract new business.  On the contrary, it will just be one more reason why businesses will not want to come to Richmond while at the same time will be destructive to the businesses that are already in Richmond.   

It is short term and misguided thinking to believe that a casino will provide economic gain to the city of Richmond.  A tribal casino is a non-taxable entity and services agreements they execute in lieu of taxes can never keep up with ever changing economic dynamics.  Casino tribes have little incentive to re-negotiate agreements to keep pace with economic changes and no incentive to be productive parts of the greater community.  Any unforeseen service requirement that is not included in the inter-governmental service agreements has no guarantee of financial coverage.  In the event for instance, that the volume of wastewater production at the casino exceeds current capacity of city infrastructure to deliver, the tribe has no obligation to fund new infrastructure.   When the inevitable deflation in surrounding property values occurs, the city’s tax base and revenue capacity is equally reduced. Over the long haul, a casino would be economically destructive.
Richmond in many ways is already dismissed within the greater Bay Area as a city with poor planning and vision, a victim of its own making of industrial destruction, pollution and blight.  Putting a glittering casino with gaudy architecture, and offensive signage on the last remaining headland in the Bay Area would seal Richmond’s reputation of being misguided, out of touch, and a bad neighbor to the rest of the communities in the Bay Area.

Use plans for Point Molate need to be part of an overall strategy for Richmond’s shoreline.  Point Molate could be a wonderful destination that could attract tourist dollars and re-vitalize the city, but that reality will not come to pass as long as the city remains engaged with Upstream.

Sincerely

<Name>

<Street Address>

<City, State, Zip>

<Phone no. and/or email address>

