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         and Casino Project 

  

Dear Ms. Velasco, 

  

I am writing this letter to voice opposition to the Casino Project proposed for Point Molate.  I have read many convincing arguments against this massive project, reviewed a troubling lack of adequate analysis of  community impacts and many assumed, unrealistic contingencies for the project to be completed as promoted. Not only does this project seem poorly planned and undesirable for the community, but also it seems to blatantly promote and promise outcomes that do not seem to be supported by realistic and substantiated evaluation in the Draft EIS/EIR report. 

  

On October 5, 2009, the Albany City Council passed Resolution 09-40 opposing urban casinos, which I have attached.  The resolution states, in part, that, “ the Albany City Council hereby opposes the development or expansion of any further Indian gaming casinos, as well as the establishment of reservations on which there could be gaming operations.”  The resolution states many of the detrimental outcomes of urban gambling which directly impact communities, such as, the harmful social and economic impacts, public safety and health risks, traffic congestion, and the adverse effect on low-income and vulnerable individuals.  Although Resolution 09-40 passed by the Albany Council was a general statement of opposition to urban casinos, it was obvious that members of the council were very aware of the Point Molate proposal. 
  

I believe that the citizens of communities up and down this corridor are vehemently opposed to this type of casino invading our neighborhoods.  It is truly unfortunate to think of the many amenities and values  that our citizenry would have to give up so that a casino could take people’s money and Richmond could make a buck at the expense of its constituents.  There truly are things that are more valuable than money that have no price tag.  In my opinion, a casino at Point Molate would ruin this unique piece of land on the Bay and create a traffic and community nightmare and nuisance that cannot be adequately mitigated given the site and the current proposal. 
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Finally, I am in total agreement with the US senators, including Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer who have voiced concerns about Indian tribes and municipalities trying to set up gaming casinos on traditionally non-tribal lands.  Governor Schwarzenegger has also written his opposition to the acquisition of these lands for a casino. There are just too many problems with this proposal: the traffic congestion and access issues, the fact that California voters definitely did not have this kind of Indian casino use in mind when they passed Proposition 1A, the insufficient range of alternatives besides a casino, the possibility of hazardous materials onsite, the desecration and use of invaluable Bay lands,  and the many faulty economic and traffic analysis that don’t hold up to realistic standards or provide adequate documentation to support claims for the project. 

  

For all the above reasons, including Resolution 09-40 that the City of Albany passed opposing urban casinos, I am against the proposed Indian gaming casino at Point Molate, and I urge the denial and rejection of any and all civic support for this project. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

  

  

  

Marge Atkinson 

Albany Mayor 

